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| nust say it's quite different
| believe it is
Anyone who believes a thing |ike that deserves

Just been unbelievable. Y know Built hinself
up as a little kid. Dedicated. And has becone
end up the greatest swimer in world

hi story

Real | y?

Ch.  Yeah. and all the rest.

Yeah. Well - | was going to suggest that after

I finish these knick-knacks around 12: 30,
think it would be good to get Col son and
MG egor to cone in after you have

Well, I've--

Well, I've covered it with McGregor. |'ve
tal ked to Kl ei ndi enst

Yeah

And |'ve tal ked to MG egor
What'd you say to Kleindienst?

Vell | went through just exactly what we tal ked
about with Kl eindi enst and he said oh hell
didn't nmean to inply to McGregor in any way that
he should talk to Eastland. Now - | think he
didit

Yeah

But he backed off of it

Yeah, yeah - but

An | think is that it's just-- in naking the
deal with Eastland | can do a better job
because, because he likes nme better and noves ne
nor e- -

Yeah
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--to put it inits sinplest terns
Yeah, yeah, Ri ght

And what | felt that | ought to do that. |
t hought it was best understood.

Yeah

But we have a problemthat if you want this to
be a relationship where nobody's allowed to talk
to Eastl and but that's, that's kind of a
probl em

Yeah, right.

And he said o hell no and O ark shoul d be going
with him--

Yeah.

-- on the.vote counts
Yeah, right

-- and the technica
Ri ght

-- all that

Cood let ne call dark

No problem on that and when he said I-- that
there was a story that Marl ow Cook was going for
a conmprom se on this thing. And he said |'ve
tal ked to Marl ow Cook about that to see what
he's tal ki ng about and Cook says that he's solid
for a, a, conmplete term nation vote but he felt
it would be a good strategy for himto say
publicly that nmaybe we ought to | ook into sane
conpromi se on the thing. He d certainly think
that was a good idea so that it doesn't | ook
like the Republicans are trying to cover up. He
said in executive session he would vote
unconprom singly for total termnation and he
said there'll be no probl em because the
conmprom se that Teddy will seek will be so

out| andi sh that we can, probably we can just
reject that out of hand.

I"11 just say unreasonabl e.
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Ri ght

Whatever it is

Ri ght

And so he at |east and and McGregor brings this
too, does, it not concerned about the— wh--
Right. Right

Wh- -

Good. That covers the thing

his being directly obese and when not
Mardi an being with them and he said | understand
that and | will in there

Cood

And ah | said nowtie only other problemthat
we've got to clear up is is there's apparently
some t hought on Eastland's part that ah ah it
woul d be a good idea for you to continue through
the rest of the year as acting Attorney Ceneral.
Sonmehow he can't be allowed to go on having that
problem And he said | understand that and I
don't think

Yeah

Y' know he's understands it-- m sunderstands the
overhand and all that

Yeah. Al right

But anyway | got that
You got that and you got
| got that

G eat

So he knows that. | said obviously as the
Presi dent made very clear yesterday that's
that's just a potential that we can't rule
politically and ah--
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Ri ght

-- he said oh | understand that. And--

Ri ght,

-- so|l went in and tal ked to d ark.

Kl ei ndi enst had already talked to dark
on the phone

Yeah

-- before | got to him He had not talked to
Eastl and yet, so this, this

Ri ght
East | and. Kl ei ndi enst
You tal ked to d ark.

| talked to dark and Cark said there's ah, |
understand all that and that's fine. And he
said and there-- we tal ked through the whol e
thing. | said this what Kl ein-- Kleindienst and
he said | agree. Kleindienst is the better guy
to cut the deal with Eastland. Eastland does, is
suspicious of me. On the other hand ah if ny
hands are to be tied and I'mnot to do anyt hing

except be an | said they're not to be
and said the President -Ch. | hit Kl eindienst
on that pretty hard. | said that, see, Cark's

problem Dick, is that it's his viewthat he's
the President's Congressional

Ri ght

-- that he has an assignnment fromthe President-
Ri ght

-- which is to deliver the confirmation

That's right

That’ s where we’re crossed.

Ri ght

Now there're sone prices which we can take in

delivering that but you don't know a goddam
thing about it--

Ri ght
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-- and shouldn't and never wll

S right

W' ve got a Senator who wants a Veteran's
Hospital and we may give it to him

S Ri ght

And we've got another Senator who wants
somnet hi ng el se--

Ri ght

-- wants sonething taken out of the record, and
we may take it out

Ri ght

But that’s nothing to do with justice--
Ri ght

-- you don't know a damm thing about it?
Right's tinme

But C ark does

Ri ght
-- and do you really wanta pull dark outa that?
And he said well-- and | said | al so understand

that you talked to Cdark |ast week and nade the
poi nt that you were counting on himto deliver
t he ah,

Yeah

...confirmation...

Yeah

...and he says that's right

Yeah. Ri ght ]

Absol utely

Good

So that's all cleared. | covered that all with
Cark. He said fine. 1 he says maybe | over-
reacted but |’'d—

Yeah
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Yeah

| said well it probably woulda but 1'Il get it
cleared up. | just want you-- And he said I'm
not asking-- | said-- |I'mnot asking you to do

anything | just want you to know what my probl em
is here so that you're

Good

has to go down the track on that
G eat . G eat .
--and I'Il take care

I just don't want Clark to feel we-- we're
trying to--

Wien we finish when | finished with dark |I said
he said ah | don't wanna rush you out but | do
have the President's 12 o' cl ock appoi nt ment
waiting. Maybe | oughta go catch himand ah, ah

Sure. Yeah

| said, ah, fine but ah, maybe , naybe we ought
to go down and see the President and just make
sure this is all cleared up. He said, if the
President wants to that's fine if there's any
concern in his mnd



Ri ght, right

But, he said you clear everything up

I have no need to see the President.
Ri ght
So that’s where that is. Now, in the nmeantine
you should note, MacGregor just told nme this,
that Col son after MG egor, Colson and | net
this norning, Colson got MG egor aside and said
I want you to join with me in a private nmeno I'm
sendi ng the President urging that Kleindienst
wi thdraw now. And McGegor said, | will not
join in that, I don't want to be on record and
that it isn't any of ny business and Col son said
yeah | noticed you waffle in (?) the President's
office on that point the other day. And, ah,
MG egor said well waffling(?) may be what you'd
call it, | hadn't thought about it. My
assignnment is to get the nomination confirmed
and that's what |ooking at and | haven't-- ny
first assignment was get the ah, the hearings
term nated and that’ s what |’ m working on.

Ri ght
I am beyond that as to what ought to be

done and when the President asked ne | said |
hadn't thought about it.

But does Col son have a new schene(?)
I don't know. 1'll see his nmeno that, ah

Vell, we don't need to have nenbs witten to
each ot her.

This is this is a point.
Yeah

And McG egor said, | don't, he said MG egor
sai d | ook

Is MG egor, will he
There are nunerous. ..

Kl ei ndi enst out and oh Kl eindienst right now can
wi t hdr aw.

VWell, | can't
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Do you think so?

No

Does Col son think so?

| think

| asked this point, | asked about

Col son's back on his scare tactic again of the
menos that, from there's a neno from ah, ah
McLaren to Ehrlichman er, all those things,

we' ve heard about ‘em before.

Yeah

And he said, he told Cark about ‘em he said |
hadn't told you about them before 'cause

didn't think you should know t hey were there and
I haven't told the Attorney General or

Kl ei ndi enst because if they're called on the

Wi tness stand they shouldn't know these exi st

Ri ght, right

But they're there and we've got to term nate the
hearings in order to avoid these things coning
out. And then, | think he's now arguing that
maybe with the hearings term nated, that Kennedy
in his frustration will find sone way to get
these out if he or find out about themif he
doesn't know about themif he doesn’t know about
themwhich I can't inmagine that he does, and get
‘em out sone other way. Ah

Yeah

If we can keep Kleindienst up for confirmtion.
Now, my answer to that would be, they don't give
a shit whether Kl eindienst is confirned or not
They' Il take what they're going to get(?)

They're going to get those out, they're going to
get them out anyway.
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Well, the fact that we Col son forgets
Kl ei ndi enst is not the issue. They want to get
this stuff out. They, they're going to get it
out one way or the other anyway-but they have
the information

If they know about it, they'Il get it out and
our termnating the hearings isn't gonna stop
‘em- withdrawing the name just isn't gonna stop
‘em

Yeah. Well, can't | can't urge you to do this
on Col son. You get himinmediately while |I'm
going through the rif-raf today, 'cause you know
he's been a hell-of-a | oyal soldier here, say
now Chuck, you're to take off 3 days and,

there's another thing too you've got to get
understood here that either whatever he called
you nmenor anda and so forth and
a lot of things these days, mideast and so forth
t hat

Um hum

Bob, |I'm spending an inordinate amount of ny
time tal king to Col son, talking to MG egor,
talking to you about these goddamed heari ngs.
It's wong. There isn't a thing that I can do
that's gonna effect and also | shouldn't know
this nmuch about it.

Sur e.

| just feel that |I shouldn't. Now you know what
I mean is that |, ah | think that, | think what
ought a happen here is that everybody oughta do

t heir goddamm best to, you know, to to work out
a strategy and then if | have to be brought in &
it, I will do it but

yeah

I think what is happening is that it's partly ny
fault, |I gave Chuck a call once or twice
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Well, you're interested.
I"minterested but goddaned thing but |
think we're too close to it. | think Chuck's

too close to it of course [phone rings] there's
stuff out there. So it conmes out that he wote
hima letter. So, so far exanpl e Kl ei ndi enst
subnmits that people are going to be worried
about whether he, what his letter to Larry

O Brien said. They aren't going to give a shit.

That's the point.
You see the point?

Yeah, and if all that cones out it's gonna cone
out anyway.

But Chuck, but Chuck's point is that what--
Kl ei ndi enst now resign or, or withdraws his
nane, on what grounds?

There's no way.
On what grounds?

Before the Commttee term nates, he can't
withdraw. If the Commttee term nates, he sure
as hell can't w thdraw.

That's right

The only place that he can and may have to, is
if the Commttee bogs down or if the Commttee
conti nues

If the Conmittee continues, then he should say
it's clear that | can not be confirmed. |

Wi thdraw ny name. But | don't want Chuck

| eaking that to the press. You understand?

Yup

That's what we've got to avoid here.

Yup

That will, that will get it to a place where
Kl ei ndi enst as a matter of face.

Has to stay in,
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Chuck has got to, he's can't, he can't talk to
so nany peopl e.

yeah

Ah, now can | ask you to, now, |I'll talk to you
at 12:30. | want you to talk to Chuck and say,
you're doin' a great job here, we're on exactly
the same track, but we've got to work it out
better. Does Chuck now that we've been, can he
guess is that's what the hell | was talking to
Kl ei ndi enst about ?

But he knows it.
About his w thdrawal ?

Sure. Because they know, you know, we, you
talked to (P & Htalking at sane tine)

...wWiting a nenorandum

They both know that's what it was about.
VWhat' s the purpose

I nmade the point to both of them

What's the purpose of the nenorandunf

They just don't wanta know what it was about,
obvi ously they do but they don't want to so they
forget about it. They don't know.

In fact (?) the neeting never took place.
That's what they should know. This neeting
never took place. No, you can't say that.

VWell, it doesn't matter. There's no reason

But ny point is, | do feel, | do feel that

Chuck, there's got, you' ve gotta get himoff the
kick that he figures he's a | obby (?), you know
he's, you know, he's a fighter. God bless 'em
but. He's fighting Mardian on this too. He's
also fighting Mtchell. You see what | mean

and he thinks that other people are taking

di fferent views.
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Well they are.

Mar di an may be. I think though that
Kl ei ndi enst now knows very damed wel |l what we
have to do. Doesn't he?

Yes.
Does he know

He laid the groundwork for doing it. He, he put
into the which | kind of explained this
to MG egor, | said the other point here is,
we're better off with Kleindienst know ng that

t hese hearings have to be termnated, it's his
ass too now.

yeah.

Cause he is conmited that they will be
t er mi nat ed.

That's right.

That he's to cut the deal with Eastland to get
it done. Nowthat's up to himto do.

That's right.

Now obvi ously that doesn't preclude you working
in every possible...

No
way you can to get ‘emcut off.

I want you to talk to Chuck and say now that's
what we're trying to do. |If the hearings are
not termnated, Chuck, it's another gane. But
nobody's to breathe a thing. But we haven't got
a provacation whereby Kl eindi enst can say today
that he can do it. And tell Chuck that that,
that he's got to know t hat

Chuck' s with that |ine.

I's, huh, what well Chuck's got to know that his
idea is full of shit. That he says they aren't,
if I"'mnot confirned in two weeks, or three
weeks | will resign. That will not work. That
I knowis wong. | nmean it's a gane which wll
not play. You agree with that?



134

I =z I Z

pd

2

II =z T Z2 T

- 13-

yup. | do.

But he doesn't, right?
I don't think he does
Ah right

I hit himon that again this norning. | said
that is out of, out of the ball park

yeah

We're not -That's not under consideration at al
He didn't argue with ne

It just can't work. On the other hand, in other
words, when it's gotta be done, it's gotta be
done searchfully, you can't say I'll do it in
three weeks. You've gotta say | am out.

Uh- -

Y see, so he's a |l anme duck when he says three
weeks.

Chuck- -

Now -

Pl us he gives themthree weeks
yeah

...of high level attentions to throw all their
shit out at him

That's right. S right. Nowthat's the other
thing. So | say to them that's --1 say, now
the second thing is we’'re gonna now he can't cut
listening off. If it isn't cut, then

Kl ei ndi enst may have to nove, and |'m perfectly
prepared to do this. |In other words—

And you told Kleindi enst
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Yeah. | really think that we're gonna have to
really rub John Mtchell's nose in this. Un
we've really got to get Kleindienst if if if
they screw around this, in this hearing and we
don't get it cut off, then Kleindienst has to
go. Now the point that Chuck has if, if, if
they do cut off the hearings he said well

t hey' ve gonna get it out anyway as |long as

Kl ei ndienst's nane is up there. The point is
that, they're going to get it out anyway whet her
his nane is up there or not if they're going to
get it out.

If they have it and they want it out they'll get
it out.

That's right.
Kl eindienst is not a factor init,
That's right. That's right.

No questi on.

On the other hand, | think that | should be one
step renoved now. | think you'll agree--

Yeah

-- fromthis whol e goddam controversy. |, |'ve
got to have Kleindienst-- |'ve got to

the word here, | don't want to see the dam
menor andum on this damm thing. | don't want one

floating around in here, this nenorandum [t'1]|
be in the Washington Post in a few days.
Probably and ni ght well be.

"1l tell themnot to send the nmeno--
Yeah.

(directly)

Yeah, yeah. Tell them
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(Right/wite) a nmemorandumon it. W know
exactly what we're doing here. W know what we
have to do. But we nust-- there's too nmuch
talk. And, and ah, now do you think I should
get Chuck in? Oh that? Ah right. You get him
in now and you have a good talk to him and say,
| ook, we've all in the sane track here. The
guestion is: What are you gonna do, put in the
menor andun? We don't want one filed. He's
gotta give it to a secretary and he'll show it
to Vally Johnson. You know how it is— he--
muscl e up, he--

Yeah

You agree?

Yep

| don't need to see that. | know what the
situation is. | don't think that Kl eindienst
can be confirnmed either, | don't think

his(Vrick)is going to work. But on the other
hand- -

You don't know it isn't.

Yeah, there's a chance. Lemme tell you the
other thing. And this is you realize.
If | dunp Kleindienst over his objections and
over Mtchell's objections..

So what ?

...the difficulty is, and over Eastland's

obj ections, and his friends?-- he's got friends
too. A hell of alot nore friends then the

Wi te House staff has got, Bob. That's the
thing we've gotta realize. That's--

That ' s. ..
Now- -
...that's natural.
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-- you understand? Now if | do that, then I'min
a hell of a bad spot. If, on the other hand--

You won't get an Attorney General.
Yeah. They aren't going to approve anybody.
That's right.

They' d say well screw you. Wy should we get
MG egor, if we're gonna send McG egor

O whoever it is

That's right. The second part. |If on the other
hand | set it up so that Kleindienst hinself
concludes as a result of some prodding from e,
that his staying in the race—
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S right
is going to cause nore problens than it sol ves.
The whol e thing changes. Y see the point?

Sur e.
If this is what Chuck is blind to..

There's no rationale that you could set that up
for himto take any action now. Plus if it's
desirable, we just

That's
| ook ridiculous if we pulled out now

This week what's the hurry? How can he do it
this week?

The Committee' s al ready
And al so
It's gonna termnate its hearings next week

That s right. WII. Then they'll vote. But
the point is if he did it this week do you think
they' re gonna say, they're gonna say he's doing
in (crying) and so forth. And also it would
mean an enornous public reaction

and so forth and so on

Sur e

He's gotta do it at the time that there is sone
action. First, the conmttee may not term nate.
Then Kl ei ndi enst should say |'mgetting out, I,
I think, that's what has to happen. |If the
conmttee does termnate and then there is an
inordinate delay in the G- Senate and

Kl ei ndi enst --—we’ve gotta set the date in own

mnd. It's got to say after two (or) three
weeks, it’s clear that | cannot be confirned and
will not be confirmed because they will not

all ow a vote and under the circunstances | am
asking the presidant to withdraw ny name. Fair

enough. Is that to handle it?
Yes.
Then Kleindienst is out. |If, if for exanple

hear this Hoover(type) it wasn't sonebody el se--
it was | who raised the point Bob, that we
shoul d, Dick, nmaybe, maybe, Kl eindi enst oughta
get the hell out. Now you renenber at the

neeti ng.

Yeah

And uh

You were convinced of it at one point.
And, and, well then nobody said
Nobody felt that. Nobody else...

Nobody thought so. Well, the nore | think about
it, that will not work unless it's set up so

that he, uh so that his friends wll be ,let ne
put it this way, he's got to have a fair shot—
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Ri ght

-- at the chance of confirmation. Do you agree
or not?

Ri ght and then he's gotta be a true nmartyr--
| think he's gotta be a tine martyr

and his friends have gotta rally behind us
Ri ght.

-- who rallied behind him

S right, But we've got

-- up to this point.

Sure.

And as far as Chuck's it's to
expect that getting Kleindienst out is going to

nmake any difference in ternms of whether this
i nformati on cones out.

S right
If the information (that comes --) Getting him
out will, it won't, it won't nean, nean it won't

get as nuch publicity if he's out of the
pi cture. You know what | nean?

S right.

They' || say, well, what the hell, They're
beati ng a dead horse, that sort of thing.

| agree with that.

On the other hand, right now, the whole Kennedy
crowd is working on this thing.

| think that's right-- all the way.
Whul d you talk to Chuck now?

yup.
And, and, tell himabout the-- the main thing is

to, they all gonna been shakey and they want to
be reassured. They worked their ass off,

You nmean they're, they're--

They're so Everybody is, and they do.
They worked and they've been sl aves and they're
been loyal, so you tell him goddamt, the
President is counting on you for help on a | ot
of things other than this thing. And because we
feel there's a hell of a lot and he'll say this
is the biggest thing and this is gonna be--
y'know, if, if we stop ‘“emon this we my
stop'emon other things. Forget it,
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--Stennis is gonna be investigating the War Power,
you know that. That's,that's politics, nothing's
gonna stop them Not a goddamthing. Now, in, in
fairness too, we’ve gotta say this about Chuck’s new.
We've really given himhis head in the last three or
four, three weeks on this. And this is going to
break, that's gonna break

Not hi ng' s definite.

We got all this, and he says we got this thing here.

Dita Beard's testinobny will break it, which suggested
maybe that'll break and that’s not all? And, ah, we
got this And that's gonna change it and--

Exactly like him He was always right on the brink--
Yeah
-- of ending the Vietnam War, for years.

That's right, And basically none of them has net not
an issue

That'; right,

But (this exterm nates)

--it happens to be that this is the case where we
haven't gotten a break and we arn't gonna get one,
and you know it and | knowit. Isn't this true? On
t he ot her hand- -

Ch- -
[ --

I'"mnot convinced that we won’t get the final break
| still think it could very well be that this gets to
the Senate floor they may end up confirming it

But let me say this

The other thing is this that looking at it basically
the job that Col son and I and you have and MG egor
has , when we're fighting on their battl eground

Only | ose.

We're not losing, W don't make any ground. W' ve
got to get the word out. Now I know Col son probably
read the news summary this norning and says oh
Christ. The two networks had stuff on it and T. So
t hey did.

Wasn't that--
Was about Geneen, right?
That was all right. It was pretty good.

But the point that | make is this-- what was nore

i nportant was that three networks had Connally in the
| ead and how the hell do we set that up? |I set that
up with Connally, by sitting down and standing (in
the top) as | should have with him and suggesting
that he meet with these people and he went out and
had a press conference and he put all those
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nmeat packers out there at 6 O clock at night and
every network ran it. Now what do you think of
t hat ?

That's a matter of much nobre concern to nuch
nore peopl e--

Exactly
t han

And Charlie Col son knows that, you see what |
mean? Now he's, we've got to work on these
things, just gotta quit worrying about this
thing and that thing and howthis is affecting
us, you know what | nean

That's, uh-- great

And also it affects, basically it it defers al
of our offensive actions. Renmenber | said, we
oughta hit, ought hit the lost of thing, food

price thing we ought to hit the bussing thing,
and we oughta hit the President's demand

We oughta be hitting Meany, too, now.

And ki cking Meany in the ass and that has really
taken by the wayside, hasn't it?

No.

No, but | nmean as fat as we are concerned
What |'m doing now that's right.

They’ re editorials hung high

That’s right, but we'll get to

What about our people? | nmean By God, we oughta
be-- the peopl e that some of those guys
shoul d be witing speeches kicking Meany in the
ass

Ri ght,
I nmean, and let's break ass about it

W got, we got a, on Meany they re pulling all
the AFL-ClI O people off of the productivity
council so that's fine. And not only don't want
to help stop the price rise, they don’'t want to
even hel p increase | abor's productivity.

Well, they did say. | noticed for exanple, uh
Chuck had four people cone into the uh the sane
di nner and none of them had

Ch, really?

Yeah. However uh, is the building trade issue
still sitting around

Not rnuch nore
No nore than that?

S all you ever had
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Al we ever had
on the average
Al we ever had was. ..

You take a stab but you lost on that you got a
good endi ng and you gotta use it,

That's right but after you finish with Chuck
let's do that little talk on it

X

-- and, let's say |look we're on the same, but
keep nme one step renoved fromit, uh, did

Yeah

-- that | have been spending nore time on it
than | should

Yeah, but | think you oughta say that,
Yeah
-- that you, that, that..

...we're getting to the point where we just--
you better take a step back fromit, and...

Yeah,

then, then we all oughta be noving on to sone of
our ground.

Yeah | agree. |It's enornously inportant...
Easter, let's get sonme tine off, relax

Yeah

-- there's nothing we can do on this anyway.
Yeah. |Is there any way incidentally you could
give himand two or three of the staff nenbers a
ride on uh y'know couri er plane,

or is there?

Lemme see

Why not ?

Lemme see. Don't raise it with' em
No, But ny point is--

Don't you raise any, any vacation with' em
Lemme try and work sonething out. | think maybe
I can.

W -

Mtchell's down there. Maybe we can set
sormet hi ng

And Julie's going down at 2: 30 today. She's
going on a jet.

Yeah, don't wanna go with her. They can't get—

I think this would be a nice thing to have—
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Mtchell is down there. Send uh uh uh I'll ask
No, | didn't see any reason why a pl ane,
guess you can't, do it , it's too dangerous.

Tend to think so but let nme see. W nay have
somet hi ng we can work out. That all depends

Yeah, |'m goi ng down on ny vacation there, next
week and maybe the Secret Service can go down
and set up the tel ephone or sone damm

t hi ng

Lemme check it. Now this guy's serious
he was here to see Cark MG egor the other day

Sur e

Five, jive



